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merit The danger rather came from the action of the northern states,
which by personal liberty laws had nullified a sacred constitutional
right of the South.
"The southern States . . . have a right to demand [their repeal],
Should it be refused, then the Constitution, to which all the States are
parties, will have been wilfully violated by one portion of them in a
provision essential to the domestic security and happiness of the re-
mainder. In that event, the injured States, after having first used all
peaceful and constitutional means to obtain redress, would be justified
in revolutionary resistance to the government of the Union."
Buchanan insisted on referring to the right of revolution as the only
redress, because he was emphatic that there was no right of secession.
He made a long and effective argument. The framers of the Constitu-
tion "never intended to implant in its bosom the seeds of its own de-
struction, nor were they at its creation guilty of the absurdity of pro-
viding for its own dissolution." They sought to make the "perpetual
union" of the Confederation "more perfect." If the tyrannical hand of
oppression became too heavy a free people might revolt; but disgmnded
states might not peaceably secede.
Holding these views, the President was bound by his oath "to take
care that the laws be faithfully executed." Here he was hampered be-
cause all existing laws giving him authority were based on the assump-
tion that the federal courts would appeal to him for force to put down
unlawful and insurrectionary combinations. The resignation of Judge
Magrath had produced a. situation whereby there was no federal ju-
diciary in South Carolina and the existing laws could not be applied
Congress must take up this omission and lay down policy in new
statutes.
In the meantime he could and would collect revenue and protect
federal property. He was confident that no attempt would be made to
expel United States power from the forts; but if the effort should be
made "the officer in command of the forts has received orders to act
strictly on the defensive/' Furthermore he could in no way recognize
the secession of a state or acknowledge its independence. He submitted
that whole question to Congress.
To this point he had used reasoning that was in harmony with the